2025 FAPMS slate

PRESIDENT: Jessica Martin, USACE

Jessica “Skippy” Martin has dedicated the past seven years to serving as an Invasive Species Biologist
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, where she manages the Lake Okeechobee Removal of Aquatic
Growth (RAG) program. This program focuses on managing invasive floating plants around Lake
Okeechobee from impacting the federal navigation channel and surrounding ecosystem. Her day-to-day
work includes strategic planning, on-the-water operations, and interagency coordination. Working
closely with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), her efforts have helped keep
Lake Okeechobee under maintenance control for the past three years. Skippy also serves as Chair of the
Lake Okeechobee Aquatic Invasive Plant Management Interagency Task Force, bringing together federal,
state, and local universities to align priorities, share research, and implement effective, science-based
management strategies. In addition, she has served on the Florida Aquatic Plant Management Society
(FAPMS) board for three years and is a multi-year winner of the FAPMS photo contests.

Holding a Bachelor of Science with a concentration in ecology and a Master of Marine Sciences, Skippy
brings a strong scientific background and a deep passion for environmental stewardship to her work.
Outside of her professional role, she is an avid outdoorswoman who enjoys hunting, fishing, and
spending time with her husband and Labrador retrievers. An enthusiastic scuba diver and traveler,
Jessica has explored diverse ecosystems around the world, embracing every opportunity to connect with
and protect nature; both above and below the water.

DIRECTORS
Kelli Gladding, UF

Kelli Gladding is a graduate from Rollins College with her bachelor’s degree in Environmental

Science. Currently, Kelli works with the University of Florida, IFAS, Aquatic and Wetland Plant Science
Lab as research biologist for over 5 years. She spent 5.5 years as a representative with SePRO
Corporation providing technical support to aquatic plant applicators and managers throughout the State
of Florida. Kelli also served as the Co-Chair for the East Central Florida Cooperative Invasive Species
Management Area for 7 years and served on the Board of Directors for the Florida Aquatic Plant
Management Society (FAPMS), 2015-2017 and the 2019 FAPMS President. She is currently serving as the
secretary/ treasurer for the FAPMS Scholarship and Research Foundation and the liaison for the national
chapter of the Aquatic Plant Management Society for FAPMS. From 2004-2014, she worked for the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Invasive Plant Management Section as a Regional
Biologist focused on managing aquatic invasive plants in the St. Johns River region.



Mariah Mclnnis, FWC

Mariah Mclnnis is the Research and Outreach Coordinator for the Invasive Plant Management Section
(IPM) within the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. She also coordinates EDRR efforts
within the section statewide. Mariah earned a B.S. in Environmental Science from Florida State
University and began her career with IPM as a regional biologist on Lake Okeechobee. She went on to
complete an M.S. in Wildlife Sciences at Auburn University, where her research focused on the effects of
prescribed fire on wild turkeys. In 2021, Mariah returned to FWC as a gopher tortoise compliance
biologist before rejoining IPM in her current role. She now oversees the section’s contracted research
with universities, research groups, and federal agencies.

Evan Thompson, EcoTech

Evan Thompson is the General Manager of EcoTech Environmental, LLC, an ecological restoration
company specializing in reclamation/mitigation planting as well as the treatment and removal of exotic
and nuisance vegetation. He has been with EcoTech since 2013 and has over two decades of experience
in aquatic plant management and ecological stewardship. Prior to joining EcoTech, Evan worked for nine
years as a licensed herbicide applicator with Applied Aquatic Management, gaining extensive field
experience in vegetation control and aquatic ecosystem management. He holds FDACS licenses in the
Aquatic, Natural Areas, and Ornamental & Turf categories.

A dedicated member of the Florida Aquatic Plant Management Society for 20 years, Evan is a 4th
generation native Floridian with a lifelong passion for the outdoors. Through his work and personal
values, he is committed to conserving native habitats and ensuring Florida’s unique ecosystems can be
enjoyed by future generations.



