
 

2025 FAPMS Training Conference – St Petersburg, FL 
  

Monday, October 6th 

8:00-6:00 Exhibit/Vendor/Poster Setup: St. Petersburg Ballroom 
2:00-5:00 FAPMS Board of Directors Meeting: Bayboro 
 

Tuesday, October 7th 
8:00-10:00 Past Presidents/Scholarship and Research Foundation Meeting: Bayboro 

Session 1: Native plants (1.5 aquatic/private/D&R CEUs approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
10:00-10:05 Prize Drawing 
10:05-10:30 Jason Cull Presidential address 
10:30-11:20 Alex Dew There’s no substitute for native plants 
11:20-11:45 Hyun Jung (“J.”) Cho The euryhaline Ruppia maritima connecting freshwater and estuarine water ways 
11:45-1:00 LUNCH (On your own) 

Session 2: Hydrilla and Cuban bulrush (2 aquatic/private/D&R CEUs approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
1:00-1:05 Prize Drawing 
1:05-1:30 Eli Russell Evaluating concentration exposure times of different herbicide combinations for 

hydrilla control 
1:30-1:55 Kelli Gladding Hydrilla management rotation of herbicides to prevent resistance in Florida lakes 
1:55-2:20 Patrick Belk *student* From stakeholder surveys to tank trials: Managing Cuban bulrush across the 

southeastern United States 
2:20-2:45 Amber Riner *student* Demonstration of novel small plot treatments for controlling hydrilla on Lake 

Seminole 
2:45-3:15 BREAK: St. Petersburg Ballroom 

Session 3: Safety around herbicides and critters (2 core CEUs approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
3:15-3:20 Prize Drawing 
3:20-3:45 Sam Sardes Evolution of endothall 
3:45:4:35 Mandy D'Andrea Identification of native, invasive & endangered wildlife of South Florida 
4:35-5:00 Carlton Layne Herbicide label interpretation 

End of regular Tuesday sessions 
5:30-6:00 Poster Competition: St. Petersburg Ballroom 
6:00-8:00 Presidential Reception: The Tavern at Bayboro 
6:30-9:00 Corn Hole Tournament: TBA 
8:00-10:00 Fishing Tournament: TBA 
  



 

2025 FAPMS Training Conference – St Petersburg, FL 
  

Wednesday, October 8th 
7:00-8:00 Breakfast 

Session 4: Aquatic biocontrol (1.5 aquatic/private/D&R + 0.5 core CEUs approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
8:00-8:05 Prize Drawing 
8:05-8:55 Megan Reid Where’s the waterhyacinth? Updates on research to improve the management of a 

beautiful monster 
8:55-9:05 Wykle Greene Platinum sponsor update: Orion 
9:05-9:15 Tom Warmuth Platinum sponsor update: BioSafe 
9:15-9:20 Rick Purcell Gold sponsor update: KeyColour 
9:20-9:45 Ernesto Lasso de la Vega Evaluation of Rangia cuneata (bivalve) as a biological control for algae in stormwater 

ponds in southwest Florida 
9:45-10:15 BREAK: St. Petersburg Ballroom 

Session 5: Orlando Wetlands Park (1.5 aquatic/private/D&R + 0.5 core CEUs approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
10:15-10:20 Prize Drawing 
10:20-10:45 Mark Sees Lessons learned from managing the Orlando Wetlands 
10:45-11:10 Sebastian Palmieri *student* Florida's aquatic and wetland pollinators 
11:10-11:35 Lyn Gettys Native plants at the Orlando Wetlands 
11:35-11:45 Jeff Suttner Platinum sponsor update: Airmax 
11:45-11:55 Wendi Nance Platinum sponsor update: SePRO 
11:55-12:00 Doreen Culberson Gold sponsor update: Brandt 
12:00-1:15 LUNCH (on your own) 

Session 6: Skeeters and algae (2 aquatic/private/D&R CEUs approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
1:15-1:20 Prize Drawing 
1:20-1:45 Mollie Davies Working in the weeds: Mansonia mosquito abundance and invasive aquatic plants in 

southeast Louisiana 
1:45-2:10 Ed Foley Going for the source: Lee County Mosquito Control District’s efforts to control 

Mansonia mosquitoes by targeting aquatic vegetation 
2:10-2:35 Sam Sardes Filamentous algae 
2:35-3:00 Dail Laughinghouse HABs 
3:00-3:30 BREAK: St. Petersburg Ballroom 

Session 7: Aquatic tools and techniques (1 core CEU approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
3:30-3:35 Prize Drawing 
3:35-3:40 Brooks Wilson Diamond sponsor: Introducing the new Syngenta rep 
3:40-3:45 Paul Conti Gold sponsor update: Alligare 
3:45-4:00 Jason Cull Business meeting 
4:00-4:25 Kyle Rowat *applicator* Wheels on water: Managing aquatic weeds where boats can’t go 
4:25-5:15 Kyle Rowat/Brett Hicks Outdoor demonstration of Pasco County’s Mud Ox 

End of regular Wednesday sessions 
5:30-6:30 Duck Races: Poolside 
7:00-9:00 Awards Banquet: Grand Bay Ballroom 
  



 

2025 FAPMS Training Conference – St Petersburg, FL 
 

Thursday, October 9th 
7:00-8:00 Breakfast 

Session 8: Eelgrass (1.5 aquatic/private/D&R + 0.5 core CEUs approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
8:00-8:05 Prize Drawing 
8:05-8:55 Chad Keates Genetics of eelgrass and other aquatic plants 
8:55-9:20 Lyn Gettys Eelgrass research to support FWC’s Richloam mass rearing facility 
9:20-9:30 James Boggs Platinum sponsor update: Helena 
9:30-9:40 Bush Heathman Platinum sponsor update: Phoslock 
9:40-9:45 Greg Wagner Gold sponsor update: Oase Professional 
9:45-10:15 BREAK: St. Petersburg Ballroom 

Session 9: Pondweed research (2 aquatic/private/D&R CEUs approved): Grand Bay Ballroom 
10:15-10:25 Lyn Gettys APMS update 
10:25-10:35 Carlton Layne AERF update 
10:35-10:45 Stephanie Walters Platinum sponsor update: Nutrien 
10:45-10:50 Conrad Oberweger Gold sponsor update: AVC 
10:50-10:55 Dharmen Setaram Gold sponsor update: Heritage 
10:55-11:05 Lyn Gettys Pondweed: Overview, goals and propagation research 
11:05-11:30 Jennifer Bishop *student* Common nursery and reciprocal plantings 
11:30-11:55 Lyn Gettys Field planting experiments 
11:55-12:00 Grand Prize Drawing 

End of Conference 
12:15-2:30 Board of Directors Meeting: TBA 

 


